
Special Christmas Services and Programs  

Upcoming Sunday Themes  

12/06 Make Ready Luke 3:1-6 

12/13 Look Forward Luke 3:7-18 

12/20 Moving with Maryôs Song Luke 1:39-55 

12/27 Who is This Child? Luke 2:41-52 
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Grief Support Offered as Christmas Approaches  

St. Peterôs UCC will hold a 4-week grief sup-

port group on Wednesday evenings from 7-8 

p.m. on December 2, 9, 16, and 23. Pastor 

David Poe will facilitate the group. There is 

no cost to attend and the public is invited. 

Do you dread Christmas? Are you experienc-

ing grief over the death of a loved one? You 

are not alone. Even after many years the pain 

of a loved oneôs death can be most intense at 

Christmas.  

The journey through grief is too painful to 

bear on your own. Sessions will include group 

discussion, prayer, introduction to grief re-

sources, and refreshments.  
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St. Peterôs UCC will host the Community 

Choir Concert on Sunday, December 6 at 3 

p.m. The choir is under the direction of our 

own Sandy Engelbrecht.  

On Sunday, December 20, you will want to be 

present at the 8 a.m. or 10 a.m. worship ser-

vice as the chancel choir presents a special 

program featuring your favorite Christmas 

hymns along with special musical selections. 

The annual Childrenôs Christmas program will 

be held on Sunday, December 20 at 7 p.m. in 

the sanctuary. ñTwas the Night Before: A 

Christmas Musicalò will be performed by the 

Sunday school classes. An offering will be 

received for the Evangelical Childrenôs Home 

in St. Louis. Refreshments will be served in 

the fellowship hall and 

gifts will be distributed 

to the children.  

Parents are asked to 

bring cookies to share. 

Our traditional Christ-

mas Eve service of les-

sons and carols will be 

held at 11 p.m. on De-

cember 24 and led by the 

Senior High Youth Group. Holy Communion 

will be celebrated by intinction.  

The Christmas Day service begins at 9 a.m. 

Holy Communion will be celebrated. Pastor 

David Poe will preach on Luke 2:1-20. 



During the month of December, I 

will be preaching from the Gospel 

of Luke. 

The oldest traditions of the Christian 

church identify Luke, a physician 

who was a traveling companion and 

coworker with Paul, as the author of 

the Gospel and its sequel, the Acts 

of the Apostles. The time and place 

of the wriing of this Gospel are un-

certain. The typical suggestion that 

Luke wrote around 85 A.D. is plau-

sible, though the Gospel could have 

been completed five to fifteen years 

earlier or even five to ten years later. 

In Lukeôs Gospel we find an empha-

sis on Godôs compassion as Jesus 

reaches out to marginal members of 

his society: women, tax collectors, 

the poor, the sick, the oppressed. 

Lukeôs primary concern is to inform 

the reader who Jesus of Nazareth 

wasðand now, who he is as the suf-

fering, crucified savior and the risen, 

exalted Lord.  

Arlene Kehr, Sonny Meyer, and 

Eileen Slocum. 

Prayer Requests 

Louise Eye, David Fleer, Jane Fries, 

Erma Pehle, and David Ochesky.  

Military Personnel 

Ashley Bockting, Adam Garder, Joe 

Hill, and Tom Riegel. 

New Haven Care Center 

Robert Hughes, Louise Kappel-

mann, Robert Monzyk, Monroe 

Schilling, Carol Schowe, and Bob 

Zastrow. 

Ferne Valley Health Center 

Evelyn Mann 

Homebound 

Interpreting Godõs Word for Todayõs World 

Youõre in Our Prayers 

òAdvent is a 

season of 

spiritual 

preparationé 

it looks 

forward to the 

future reign of 

Christ.ó 

The Season of Advent  

the beginning of the Christmas sea-

son. The Christmas celebration be-

gins on Christmas Eve and contin-

ues for the next ñtwelve days of 

Christmas.ò 

Purple is normally Adventôs liturgi-

cal color, associated both with the 

sovereignty of Christ and with peni-

tence.  

Reprinted from the UCC Book of 

Worship © 2002. 

Advent is a season of spiritual 

preparation for the celebration of the 

birth of Christ (Christmas) and 

looks forward to the future reign of 

Christ. Expectation of Christôs com-

ing reign rather than personal peni-

tence is the central theme of the sea-

son. Advent is a preparation for 

rather than a celebration of Christ-

mas, so Advent hymns should be 

sung instead of Christmas carols. 

The first Sunday of Advent is not 
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Meeting was called to order on Sun-

day, November 8 by President Lau-

rie Steinbeck. A quorum was de-

clared with one member absent. 

Ed Linkinhoker gave the Treasurerôs 

report: General Fund balance 

$10,786. No reserves have been 

used in 2009, even though we are 

running behind budgeted income. 

Motion was made to drop the church 

office fax line and caller I.D. and 

save the church $38.52 per month 

on telephone expenses. Motion 

passed 8-0.  

Motion was made to allocate the 

Fall Dinner proceeds in equal 

amounts to our Vacation Bible 

School Fund and to Camp Mo-Val. 

Motion passed 8-0. 

Motion was made to take Saturday, 

December 12 to ring the bells for 

Salvation Army from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

at Sietters and Save-a-lot. Motion 

passed 8-0. 

The program will be held on Sun-

day, December 20 at 7 p.m. in the 

sanctuary. Refreshments will be 

served following the program in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

All children need to be here by 6:30 

p.m. on December 20 to get into 

their costumes. For more informa-

tion contact Jill Monzyk at (573) 

237-8000.  

On Sunday December 6 & 13 there 

will be additional practices for this 

yearôs Sunday School program fol-

lowing the 10 a.m. worship service. 

Lunch will be provided. 

Children in grades 2-4 are asked to 

provide a dessert for the lunches and 

children in grades 5-6 are asked to 

bring a 2 liter bottle of soda to 

share.  

Church Council Highlights  

Childrenõs Program Practices 

Conference Youth Event  

in their faith, and have lots of fun! 

Youth in grades 9-12 can register. 

One adult chaperone per 7 youth, 

and male and female advisors in 

proportion to the male/female break-

down of the group are needed. 

The deposit deadline is December 

31, 2009. Materials are online at 

www.mmsucc.org. Financial assis-

tance is available, see Pastor David 

Poe for details. 

Plan now to attend CYE 2010 over 

the long Presidentôs Day Weekend 

at Camp Mo-Val (Saturday, Febru-

ary 13-Monday, February 15). 

CYE provides a great opportunity 

for high school youth throughout the 

conference to play and worship to-

gether, make new friends, connect 

with old friends, enjoy yummy food, 

participate in engaging presentations 

and small group discussions, grow 

òDeadline to 

register for 

Conference 

Youth Event is 

December 31.ó 
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Kingdom Kids will meet on 

Wednesday, December 2 from 6:00 

to 7:30 p.m. Kingdom Kids is St. 

Peterôs childrenôs ministry program 

for kids in grades 1-6. Parents are 

encouraged to participate along with 

their children. Friends are welcome, 

so bring one or two. 

The children will be making small 

gifts that will be moderately priced 

to sell to the congregation following 

the 10 a.m. worship service on Sun-

day, December 13.  

Itôs a great way for children to get a 

heartfelt gift for family members 

that will truly be a surprise. Pro-

ceeds will benefit the Kingdom Kids 

program.  

Carol Burkhardt and Melissa Frick 

are the coordinators but they could 

use volunteers to help take a month 

and lead activities, snacks, or 

games. If you are interested in help-

ing with this ministry, please contact 

the church office at (573) 237-2182. 

If you would like to volunteer to 

help with this yearôs Christmas 

cookie and bake sale, please contact 

Sandy Engelbrecht at (573) 237-

2473. They could also use donations 

of cookie dough and other items. 

Thank you for your generous sup-

port. Merry Christmas! 

Saturday, December 5 from 9:00 

a.m. to 1:00 p.m. pickup some 

homemade cookies, breads, and 

other baked good to celebrate the 

season. All proceeds will benefit the 

sanctuary renovation fund.  

Homemade cookies are a welcome 

addition at office parties, family 

gatherings, or just treat yourself to 

these tasty items.  

Kingdom Kids Meet December 2, 6:00 p.m.  

Christmas Cookie and Bake Sale  

òYouth Group 

will practice 

on December 

13 and 20 from 

9-10 a.m. for 

Candlelight 

Christmas Eve 

Service .ó 

Youth Group Practice for Christmas Eve  

offering, light candles, and serve as 

greeters.  

We will have a walk-thru on Sun-

day, December 20 at 9:00 a.m. For 

more information, or to sign-up to 

participate, please call the church 

office at (573) 237-2182 or email 

davidwpoe@gmail.com.  

Sandy Engelbrecht is available to 

work with youth willing to share 

special music for this service. 

Senior High Youth who would like 

to participate in this yearôs Candle-

light Christmas Eve service need to 

attend the Sunday school class on 

Sunday, December 13 at 9:00 a.m. 

Pastor Poe, Nicole and Kyle Durrer 

will be on hand to help plan this 

special service.  

We will need youth to read scripture 

passages, lead prayers, and provide 

special music. In addition, we will 

need several youth to receive the 
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For 107 years, the Christmas Fund 

Offering has been a way in which 

we, as members of the United 

Church of Christ, have embodied 

Christôs compassion and care to 

those who serve our church. Your 

generous giving to the 2008 Offer-

ing enabled the Pension Boardsô 

Ministerial Assistance program to 

provide $1,597,490 to individuals 

and families in need. 

The severe economic downturn has 

created even greater financial stress 

on those with the most limited re-

sources and resulted in an unprece-

dented number of requests for Min-

isterial Assistance compared with 

prior years. Because of that, we ask 

you to prayerfully consider your 

response to the 2009 Offering and 

give to the best of your ability. 

Think of the ways in which your life 

was touched by a retired pastor and 

honor their ministries in a way that 

will help them and others like them 

in these critical times. 

child, age, and item needed. Please 

take ornaments and purchase the 

items from local merchants. Then, 

place your gifts (unwrapped) in the 

appropriate boxes located in the Fel-

lowship Hall by Sunday, December 

6. Gifts will be distributed to fami-

lies on from the American Legion 

on Thursday, December 10 from 3 

to 6 p.m. Thank you. 

The New Haven Ministerial Alli-

ance Christmas Assistance Program 

helps needy families provide basic 

clothing items and toys. This year 

St. Peterôs has adopted 10 local 

families to assist. 

In the lobby, right outside the sanc-

tuary doors, you will find an angel 

tree with ornaments on it. Each or-

nament contains the name of the 

The Christmas Fund Offering  

Christmas Assistance Program  

Evangelical Childrenõs Home News 

individualized plan to work through 

the hurt and pain of the past. Our 

family and Personal Counseling 

Center, community based programs, 

Early Education Center and on 

grounds school will continue to heal 

and educate individuals no matter 

their ability to pay. We are proud to 

say our mission that was created in 

1858 by our founder continues and 

will remain strong for the next 150 

years of service and beyond. 

The Evangelical Childrenôs Home in 

St. Louis has changed its name to 

ECH Every Childôs Hope. The name 

has changed but they continue to 

offer quality care to the children, 

youth and families who need it.  

ECH has launched a new website. 

Visit www.ech1858.org to see the 

latest things happening on campus 

and upcoming events.  

ECH helps each individual have an 

òEvangelical 

Childrenõs 

Home unveils 

new name: 

Every Childõs 

Hope.ó 
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12/01 Maxwell Hoerstkamp 
12/01 Kate Weiser 
12/03 Vernon Hoemann 
12/03 Terry Slocum 
12/04 Ann Borcherding 
12/05 Ruth Wiemann 
12/06 Paul Brooman 
12/06 Elijah Fleer 
12/09 David Fleer 
12/09 Craig Hoemann 
12/09 Russell Pinnell 
12/09 Harriet Schowe 
12/10 Deann Branson 
12/11 Marcia Conley 
12/11 Johnathan Hughes 
12/13 Michael Smith 
12/14 Mary Bonnarens 
12/14 Ruth Meyer 
12/14 Ronald Oetterer 
12/14 David Oetterer 
12/14 Deloris Smith 
12/16 Susan Kassebaum 
12/18 Christe Brandt 

12/18 Amber Brown 
12/18 Olivia Fleer 
12/18 Courtney Meyer 
12/18 Clayton Moeckli 
12/19 Robert Mueller 
12/20 Michael Bockting 
12/20 Betsy Vollertsen 
12/22 Taylor Covington 
12/23 Christopher Smith 
12/23 Tom Strubberg 
12/27 Eric Overschmidt 
12/27 Lori Peirick 
12/28 Norma Meyer 
12/29 Anna Carey 
12/29 Debra Freitag 
12/29 Callie Kernen 
12/29 Tyler Poe 
12/29 Miranda Poe 
12/31 Betty Pehle 
12/31 Elizabeth Stock 
 

 

12/06 Taylor Oetterer & Jonathan 
Hughes 
 
12/13 Braden Yatzeck & Kate Weiser 
 
12/20 Kaileigh Tyree & Emma Borcherd-
ing 
 
12/27 Megan Boehmer & Madeline 
Fleer 

12/06 8 a.m. Mike, Sandy, & Michael 
Bockting; 10 a.m. Bernadine Brune, Lois 
Mueller, & DeLores Seals 
 
12/13 8 a.m. Betty Baer & Diane Baker; 
10 a.m. Dan & Theresa Lennertson 
 
12/20 8 a.m. Violet McDonald & Sudie 
Little; 10 a.m. DeLores Seals & Vicki 
Zastrow 
 
12/27 8 a.m. Mary Bonnarens & Dale 
Koch; 10 a.m. Richard Pratt & Ruth 
Peirick 

Birthdays  

Greeters and Acolytes Sechedule  

òIf you would 

like your 

Birthday or 

Anniversary 

listed here, 

please contact 

the church 

office.ó 

Anniversaries  

12/04 Scott & Melissa Frick 
12/04 Mark & Susan Kassebaum 
12/07 James & Barbara Borcherding 
12/09 Donald & Vera Vedder 
12/30 Fernando & Elizabeth Chavez 
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DECEMBER 2009  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

   1 

Building Mtg. 7:30p 

2 

Kingdom Kids, 6p  

Grief Support, 7p  

Choir, 7:30p 

3 

 

 

 

4 

 

5 

Bake Sale  

9a-1p 

6 

Childrenôs Practice, 11 

 

7 

 

8 

NH Ministerial  

Alliance, 8a 

9   

NH Care Center 
Communion, 2p 

Grief Support, 7p  

Choir, 7:30p 

10 

Audit Mtg., 
6:30p 

11 12 

Salvation 
Army Bell 
Ringing, 10a-
4p @ Save-a-
lot & Sietters 

13  

Childrenôs Practice, 11 

Called to Care, 11a 

Council, 7p 

14 15 

NET DEADLINE 

 

16 

Grief Support, 7p  

Choir, 7:30p 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

Choir Special, 8a/10a  

Childrenôs Christmas 

Program, 7p  

21 22 

 

23 

Grief Support, 7p  

Choir, 7:30p 

24 

Christmas Eve 

Service, 11p  

 

25 

Christmas Day 

Service, 9a  

26 

Pastorôs  
Vacation 
Dec.26-Jan.2 

27 

  

28 29 30 

 

31   

 

 

      

St. Peterôs United Church of Christ, 607 Maupin Ave. New Haven, MO (573) 237-2182  

Email: stpsec@fidmail.com Å www.newhavenucc.org 

Worship Services, 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School for all ages, 9 a.m. 


